










This year’s Rotary International Convention, originally scheduled to be held in Taipei, Taiwan, will be 

a virtual event in response to the ongoing threat of COVID-19. The decision was made by the Rotary 

Board of Directors to protect the health of everyone involved. 

Plan to attend 2021 Virtual Convention: Rotary Opens Opportunities, June 12-16. Event registration 

will open in mid-April and will include a promotional fee of $49 for 21 days, with an increase afterward

to $65. The cost of each preconvention event is $20. Both the convention and preconvention events 

include access to the House of Friendship.

The event will connect you, virtually, with members around the world. It will open new opportunities 

to learn and to engage with the family of Rotary, near and far. Together, we’ll inspire action, 

strengthen our commitments, work on our challenges, and celebrate our successes.

Visit the convention event page  on Facebook to connect with other participants and share what you’re 

looking forward to experiencing with #Rotary21. The Virtual Convention is open to all Rotary 

members and participants, so invite a friend to join you or share the event with your community.

LEARN

MORE

  Rotary International Convention to be virtual

http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1tPQ2FvrgGxrZilwG9UEMfN2CPpq
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1tPQ2UHwqmoWpi9sk1y9Bu9ipF3N
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1tPQ2UHwqmoWpi9sk1y9Bu9ipF3N
http://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1tPQ2qjm70FXzixB2ih9X1qMPZL3


Dear District 6080 Rotary Members:

I am looking forward to 2021-2022 Rotary year; I know we will get a lot accomplished! A few 

important dates (all meetings will be virtual): 

April 10, Assistant Governor Training 

April 24, Secretary Training for incoming secretaries (information will be sent out within the next 

week) 

May 22, District Assembly. Grants Qualification training will most likely take place after District 

Assembly May 22. 

June 29,  District Governor installation virtually at 5:30 p.m.

Thank you, Presidents-elect and President Nominees for your participation in President Elect 

Training, March 27, it was a great success! Also, thank you, PE's for your participation in Pre-PETS, 

March 6 and District Leaders for your participation in District Leadership Training, February 20. It 

has been a busy 2021 so far and very productive. 

Here are incoming Rotary International President Shekhar's

initiatives for 2021-2022 that were announced to us at International

Assembly in February and the new theme, Serve To Change Lives!   

President-elect Shekhar�s key messages to clubs:

1. Inspire to Serve to Change Lives. Service is to care for others

and share with others. It is about thinking of others before you

think of yourselves. Caring and sharing is the mission of life itself,

and beyond. 

2. Each club is encouraged to host a Rotary Day of Service.

3. Focusing on diversity and empowering girls by ensuring their access to education, resources, 

services, and opportunities so that future generations of women leaders will have the tools they 

need to succeed. Mehta asked members to use Rotary�s belief that diversity, equity, and inclusion is

critical in all we do as a compass to guide this work.

4. To be able to do more through service, Rotary needs to increase membership, Mehta said. 

Membership has hovered around 1.2 million for the past two decades. He challenged the incoming 

governors to be catalysts in their districts to help increase membership to 1.3 million by 1 July 

2022. Mehta�s Each One, Bring One initiative asks every member to bring one person to join 

Rotary within the next 17 months.

Yours in Rotary,

Joan Kramer

DG 6080 2021-2022

Jefferson City Evening Rotary

Serve to Change Lives!

  Letter from Incoming District Governor Kramer



District Simplified Grants

2021-2022 District Simplified Grant Applications are due May 15, 2021

Thank you for your interest in applying for a District Simplified Grant (DSG). The amount of $70,000 

will be available for the year 2021-2022 throughout District 6080 for club-directed projects. The DSGs

are Single Project Grants with funds available up to and including the amount which each club is 

eligible based on the allocation list. 

Please refer to the Terms and Conditions for Rotary Foundation District 6080 District Simplified 

Grants which our District agrees to follow when implementing the grants. Please read carefully 

�Eligibility Guidelines�  to verify that your project meets the criteria for a District Simplified Grant. If 

you have questions, please contact Michael Brady.

The deadline for this application is May 15, 2021. Late applications will NOT be accepted.

Applications are only accepted online:  dacdb.com

For application questions:

Email: mbrady@helpgivehope.org or mlbrady33@mchsi.com

Cell Number 417.766.6165

District Flex Grants � If funding is available

2021-22 District Flex Grant Applications are due May 15, 2021

Thank you for your interest in applying for a District Flex Grant (DFG). The amount of funding 

available for the year 2021-2022 throughout District 6080 for club-directed projects is unknown at 

this time. Flex Grants will only be awarded if funding is available. The DFGs are Single Project Grants 

with funds available minimum of $300 up to $2,500 and are awarded based on merit. Applications 

will be reviewed by a District Committee and granted based on merit.

Please refer to the Terms and Conditions for Rotary Foundation District 6080 District Flex Grants 

which our District agrees to follow when implementing the grants. Please read carefully �Eligibility 

Guidelines�  to verify that your project meets the criteria for a District Simplified Grant. If you have 

questions, please contact Michael Brady.

The deadline for this application is May 15, 2021. Late applications will NOT be accepted.

Applications are only accepted online:  dacdb.com

For application questions:

Email: mbrady@helpgivehope.org or mlbrady33@mchsi.com

Cell Number 417.766.6165

 Apply for District Simplified Grants & Flex Grants

https://rotary6080.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/DSG-2021-2022.pdf
https://rotary6080.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-2022-DFG-Guidelines.pdf
https://rotary6080.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-2022-DFG-Guidelines.pdf
https://rotary6080.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/ROTARY-TERMS-and-CONDITIONS-2021-22.pdf
https://rotary6080.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-2022-DFG-Guidelines.pdf
https://rotary6080.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/ROTARY-TERMS-and-CONDITIONS-2021-22.pdf










March 11, 2021, marked the first anniversary of the World Health 

Organization�s declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic. During this past 

year, epidemiologists, professionals who investigate outbreaks and 

disease control measures, among other things, have worked tirelessly to 

combat this deadly threat. Among those on the front line is the 2018 

Global Grant recipient from District 6080, Ashley Schwarzer, who was 

sponsored by the Jefferson City West Club. 

Ashley�s path to becoming an epidemiologist began in a class on the 

evolution of infectious diseases at Yale College. She confesses that she 

became fascinated, studying bacteriophage evolution for her 

undergraduate thesis project. A year following her graduation, she 

followed that interest on a fellowship from the National Institutes of Health to work at the 

Rocky Mountain Laboratories, a prestigious infectious disease research institute. Among her 

assignments was research on two familiar disease agents: ebolavirus and Yersinia pestis, the 

bacterium that causes plague. The laboratory research became an epiphany; she knew she 

wanted a career which would directly impact people and populations. 

Epidemiology merged with Ashley�s interests in infectious diseases. She applied for District 

6080 Global Scholar Grant, which was jointly funded by the District and the Rotary Foundation.

The application process was a very competitive path, since she rose from the local, district and 

international competition.  Her experiences in the Rotary Youth Exchange, a Fulbright 

Fellowship, undergraduate work at Yale and a fellowship with National Institutes of Health 

complemented her pursuit of a Master of Science in Epidemiology at the London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, a global leader in the public health field. 

The generous grant from the Rotary Global Scholar program funded the tuition for her chosen 

coursework, which focused on epidemiological methods and communicable disease control. The 

Jefferson City native studied alongside peers from all over the world and completed a final 

project describing the spatial distribution of a deadly parasitic disease, visceral leishmaniasis 

(VL), in India.

The Rotary grant provided Ashley with the resources to gain skills essential to combatting 

infectious diseases, such as COVID-19. One year after graduation, she was applying her 

education as an epidemiologist. Ashley currently works for a county in Colorado, advising school

and childcare facilities on guidelines and their response to COVID-19 cases, as well as 

investigating outbreaks in these facilities. It is expected that these work responsibilities will 

assist the management of the changing landscape of the pandemic and improve the health of the

world.

The campaign for 2021-2022 is fast approaching and District 6080 clubs are urged to spread the

news about this opportunity. Contact Charles Sampson, chair, Global Scholar subcommittee,

SampsonC@missouri.edu. 

 Global Grant recipient now epidemiologist

mailto:SampsonC@missouri.edu






 356,000 Pairs of Shoes for Needy Children--Wow













Being a great public speaker has nothing to do with

your personality, with overcoming shyness or learning

to act confident. It’s a technical skill that nearly

anyone can acquire, just like cooking. 

A simple formula

Whether you’re preparing for a TED talk on
leadership or getting ready to tell your boss why you
deserve a raise, you must first define two things:

• Your audience: Who are they? How do they view the world or the situation? What do they already 

know about you and your topic? What will they benefit from listening to you talk?

• Your purpose: Why are you speaking to them? What do you want them to know? Why is it 

important? What are you trying to get them to do?

Then, it’s time to distill your message. An effective method is to use this simple, 15-word sentence: As 

a result of my [talk], they will understand [this], and respond by [doing that].

Tips for preparing your speech

1. Memorize your introduction and conclusion. Brain freeze occurs most commonly during 

those awful seconds when you first face a crowd.

2. It’s not about you. Every decision you make must demonstrate that you’re talking for your 

audience’s benefit, not yours. (Just think how it feels to listen to someone prattling away about 

something that you don’t care about.)

3. Do everything you can to help them hear and understand you. People are bad at listening. 

Use short words, sentences and paragraphs to express your ideas; physical, concrete and vivid images 

that appeal to the senses; and active verb choices in place of abstract or passive language.

4. Don’t drown your audience in data. If your talk relies on heavy data, be sure to explain what 

that data means — on a human level. People want to know how you think, feel, and believe. That’s why 

you’re in the same room (or on Zoom) with them, instead of sending the data by email.

5. Eliminate anything that doesn’t clearly support your purpose. If a slide, statistic, joke, or 

anecdote doesn’t serve your goal, cut it.

6. Record yourself or practice in front of real people — or both, if you can. This will be 

painful. But it’s better to hate yourself before your speech, rather than during (and probably for a long 

time after) your speech.

  Tips for improving your public speaking skills
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